5. There a r e s t i l l some i n t e r e s t i n g problems on r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o be worked o u t , i . e . , N e s i l l a s mariae and N . t y p i c a on Moheli; a s Benson says he only a r b i t r a r i l y s e p a r a t e d a p a r t T c u l a r population a s belonging t o t h e new s p e c i e s . Only f i e l d o b s e r v a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y regarding v o i c e , can r e a l l y show whether he "guessed" c o r r e c t l y (see h i s d i s c u s s i o n p . 8 1 ) . On Moheli t h e r e a r e two s p e c i e s of M i c r o s c e l i s , M. c r a s s i r o s t r i s and M. madagascariensis, and t h e i r comparative e c o l o g i c a l~r e q u i r e m e n t s a r e still unknown. On Grand Comoro t h e l a t t e r s p e c i e s has two s o -c a l l e d phases, which may, p o s s i b l y , a c t u a l l y r e p r e s e n t populations of s i b l i n g s p e c i e s .
. There a r e some i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t s regarding d i s t r i b u t i o n :
a. Why is t h e r e no -Otus, A c c i p i t e r o r Dicrurus on Moheli?
b . Why i s t h e r e no Coracopsis, N e s i l l a s o r Turdus on Mayotte?
c . Why a r e Treron a u s t r a l i s and Cyanolanius madagascarinus confined t o Moheli? I t i s not t h e c l o s e s t i s l a n d t o Madagascar, from -which t h e i r n e a r e s t r e l a t i v e s a r e known.
d . Why a r e only two s p e c i e s of s w i f t known from each i s l a n d ; i n a l l , except Grand Comoro, made up o f A p u s b a r b a t u s and Cypsiurus parvus? On Grand Comoro t h e former i s r e p l a c e d by Chaetura g r a n d i d i e r i , whose n e a r e s t r e l a t i o n s a r e i n Madagascar, and y e t it only occurs on t h e f a r t h e s t i s l a n d from t h e r e .
. I t would be i n t e r e s t i n g t o know i f any of t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n s
have any e f f e c t on t h e indigenous avifauna. The r e c e n t i n t r o d u c t i o n of domestic pigeons on Moheli, Anjouan and Mayotte may a l s o , e v e n t u a l l y , become of importance.
8. One o r two of t h e o f f -l y i n g i s l e t s would be worth i n v e s t i g a t i n g . I flew over Chaco I s l e t , o f f t h e e a s t e r n end of Moheli, and it was very "white-washed."
On Anjouan a M. F l o b e r t , who had been s t a t i o n e d on Moheli, s a i d he had v i s i t e d Chaco once, b u t could t e l l me nothing of t h e b i r d s he saw t h e r e , except t h a t t h e r e were many, were n e s t i n g , and t h a t some dived a t him. Few s e a -b i r d s have been recorded from t h e Comoros, b u t t h i s may b e a b r e e d i n g -s t a t i o n of s p e c i e s not o f t e n seen near land, i . e . , P r o c e l l a r i i d a e , S u l i d a e and Fregatidae.
Since t h e above was w r i t t e n I have received a l e t t e r from Benson ( p e r s . comm. 18 Nov. 1965), i n which he s a y s : "I do most s i n c e r e l y hope t h a t you can go back t o t h e Comoros. I have always hankered t o go back myself t o c l e a r up v a r i o u s p o i n t s . . . I c a n ' t t e l l you how pleased I should be i f you can . . . . The r e a l plum f o r you t o make f o r i s Moheli, which was almost unknown b e f o r e we went t h e r e , and where due t o t h e v a g a r i e s o f b o a t s we could only spend two weeks. You might well pick up something t h e r e which we d i d n ' t f i n d a t a l l . And do t r y and f i n d out what you can about t h e ecology of t h e two Microscelis and two N e s i l l a s t h e r e . You a l s o ought t o look a t t h e small i s l a n d s o f f t h e coast f o r s e a -b i r d s . Chaco ( e a s t e r n s i d e ) we c o u l d n ' t g e t t o a t a l l . Another plum would be t o f i n d a n e s t o f Humblotia on Grand Comoro. W e were t h e r e a t t h e wrong time, and I ' d guess October would be t h e time. Oh, I do hope you can manage t h i s ! " The Comoro I s l a n d s I s p e n t a t o t a l of two weeks i n t h e Comoros, i n which time I v i s i t e d a l l f o u r i s l a n d s . M y i t i n e r a r y f o l l o w s : A l l l o c a l i t i e s mentioned i n t h e accounts, e t c . , can be found i n t h e new 1:50000 maps of t h e a r c h i p e l a g o . B r i e f l y , t h e p a r t s of each i s l a n d I was a b l e t o g e t t o were:
Grand Comoro: Moroni; west c o a s t Moroni-Mitsamiouli-"Hole of t h e Prophet;" Mitsamiouli-La G r i l l e ; M'vouni, La Belvedere, Nioumbadjou on western s l o p e s of M t . Karthala; r i d g e between La G r i l l e and M t . Karthala.
Moheli: Fomboni and f o r e s t a r e a s immediately above.
Anjouan: Mutsamudu, and c o a s t t o west of i t ; Mutsamudu-Bamboa-Domoni.
Mayotte: Dzaoudzi, e t c . , Pamanzi I s l e t ; Mamoutzou and f o r e s t immediately above i t ; Lake C a r r i e n i (= Dziani Carehani), v i a Combani and Passamainte; Mavingoni v i a Dembeni.
The l a s t o r n i t h o l o g i c a l work done i n t h e Comoros was t h a t of t h e B r i t i s h O r n i t h o l o g i s t s ' Union Centenary Expedition 1958, l e d by M r . C. W. Benson. I t spent a t o t a l o f 100 days i n t h e i s l a n d s , from 6 August -13 November 1958. I would l i k e t o express h e r e my g r e a t a p p r e c i a t i o n of Benson's r e p o r t ( I b i s 103b, 1960:s-106) on t h i s exped i t i o n . I t was an i n v a l u a b l e guide t o me w h i l s t I was on t h e i s l a n d s and, indeed, b e f o r e I landed. The o r n i t h o l o g i c a l p a r t of my r e p o r t is based d i r e c t l y on h i s ; t h e nomenclature used follows Benson o r , i f t h e s p e c i e s i s not mentioned by him, Praed and Grant's name i s used ("Birds of East and Northeast Africa," 2 v o l s . ) .
For an e x c e l l e n t general account of t h e i s l a n d s , and d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n s of each, I cannot do b e t t e r than r e f e r t o Benson's paper. Since he was t h e r e i n 1958 t h e r e have been only a few changes. The s e a t of government has moved from Dzaoudzi, Mayotte t o Moroni, Grand Comoro. There a r e now extremely good l a r g e -s c a l e maps of a l l t h e i s l a n d s . Grand Comoro and Anjouan even have a few miles of bituminised roads. There i s a Forest O f f i c e r a c t u a l l y s t a t i o n e d i n t h e i s l a n d s , a t Moroni, and t h e government has r e c e n t l y purchased L a G r i l l e f o r e s t , b u t w i l l s t i l l allow grazing t h e r e i n . Phaethon l e p t u r u s l e p t u r u s 3. *Freeata a r i e l subso.
L i s t of Birds recorded from t h e Comoros
-4. Ardea c i n e r e a c i n e r e a (= johannae) 5 . A. humbloti 6 . E g r e t t a a l b a melanorhynchos 7. *E. g a r z e t t a 8. Ardeola i b i s i b i s 9. A. r a l l o i d e s 10. A. i d a e 11. Butorides s t r i a t u s rhizophorae 12. Dendrocynna v i d u a t a 13. Milvus h i e r a n s o a r a s i t u s -14. A c c i p i t e r f r a n c e s i i g r i v e a u d i p u s i 1 l u s b r u t u s . Coturnix c o t u r n i x a f r i c a n a 19. Numida meleagris m i t r a t a 20. Porphyrio a l l e n i 21. G a l l i n u l a chloropus pyrrhorhoa 22. Charadrius h i a t i c u l a tundrae 23. Ch. l e s c h e n a u l t i 24. *Ch. fulvus 25. Ch. s q u a t a r o l a 26. Arenaria i n t e r p r e s i n t e r p r e s 27. C a l i d r i s f e r r u g i n e a 28. C. minuta 29. Crocethia a l b a 30. *Philopachus pugnax 31. Tringa hypoleucos hypoleucos 32. T. n e b u l a r i a 33. T. c i n e r e a 34. Numenius arquatus o r i e n t a l i s 35. N . phaeopus phaeopus 36. Glareola o c u l a r i s 37. Dromas a r d e o l a 38. S t e r n a b e r g i i t h a l a s s i n a 39. S . bengalensis par. 40. Columba a r q u a t r i x p o l l e n i 41. S t r e p t o p e l i a p i c t u r a t a comorensis 42. S. c a p i c o l a t r o p i c a 43. T u r t u r tympanistrius 44. Treron a u s t r a l i s g r i v e a u d i 45. Alectroenas s g a n z i n i s g a n z i n i 46. Coracopsis vasa makawa comorensis 47. C. n i g r a s i b i l a n s 48. 2 Species new t o l i s t ( I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t both t h e s e s p e c i e s have r e c e n t l y been observed i n ~a d a~a s c a r
-s e e 0 . Appert L'Oiseau e t l a Revue Breeding behaviour of some s o r t was seen i n t h e following 18 s p e c i e s , including 4 (marked *) f o r t h e f i r s t time i n t h e Comoros:
Phaethon l e p t u r u s E g r e t t a a l b a Ardeola i b i s Butorides s t r i a t u s A c c i p i t e r f r a n c e s i i Onlv seen i n one u l a c e . a t Mova on t h e e a s t coast of Pamanzi I s l e t , Mayotte, on 24 October, when a t l e a s t 20 were seen along two miles of c l i f f s . Their c e n t r a l t a i l -f e a t h e r s were e x c e p t i o n a l l y long i n a l l c a s e s , except t h a t two b i r d s had s h o r t c e n t r a l t a i l -f e a t h e r s , b u t were otherwise i n a d u l t d r e s s . They were f l y i n g i n p a i r s along t h e c l i f f near t h e t o p , and were f l u t t e r i n g a t p a r t i c u l a r s p o t s where t h i c k bush grew t o t h e b r i n k . Only one was seen t o land, and i t immediately took o f f again. They gave a creaky t e r n -l i k e "kyi!" i n f l i g h t . An apparent d i s p l a y was s e e n , i n which t h e lower b i r d of a p a i r f l y i n g along t h e c l i f f c a r r i e d on i n normal f l i g h t , b u t t h e o t h e r , which was a few f e e t behind and above i t , made f a i r l y prolonged g l i d e s above i t s p a r t n e r with h a l f -r a i s e d wings and t h e t a i l depressed v e r t i c a l l y .
I looked c a r e f u l l y a t each b i r d s e e n , and a l l were of t h i s s p e c i e s .
. Fregata a r i e l
-MO* --A p a i r was seen, and p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d , on 20 October a t Fomboni, Moheli. They were s a i l i n g without a wing-flap i n t h e d i r e ct i o n of Grand Comoro, v i s i b l e on t h e h o r i z o n .
Benson (p. 104) saw F r i g a t e Birds on Moheli and Anjouan, b u t could n o t i d e n t i f y t h e s p e c i e s .
4. Ardea c i n e r e a (GC) M o M y A On 19 October I saw a s i n g l e b i r d on t h e rocks t o the e a s t of Fomboni, Moheli.
On 23 October one was seen on t h e coast n e a r Mutsamudu, Anjouan.
I n t h e c r a t e r lake Dziani Dzaha on Pamanzi I s l e t , Mayotte two s i n g l e b i r d s were seen 23 October. On 24 October s i x were seen t o g e t h e r on t h e beach a t t h e e a s t e r n end of t h e i s l e t a t h i g h t i d e ; t h e y allowed a f a i r l y c l o s e approach.
. Ardea humbloti
On 24 October on t h e e a s t s i d e o f Pamanzi I s l e t . Mavotte a s i n e l e --b i r d was watched f o r a h a l f an hour from a d i s t a n c e of about 40 yards. I t was f i s h i n g i n t h e t h i c k e r weedy p a t c h e s i n shallow water on t h e r e e f a t low t i d e . I t was seen t o c a t c h a deep-bodied green f i s h c . 6 inches long. The b i r d stood motionless with lowered head and wings s l i g h t l y out from t h e body; it gave a quick jab and caught t h e f i s h j u s t behind t h e g i l l s . I t was maneuvered q u i c k l y u n t i l i t s head pointed down t h e b i r d ' s g u l l e t , and immediately swallowed. About f i v e minutes l a t e r it caught another very small f i s h i n t h e same way.
There was a black plume on t h e nape. The legs were d u l l greybrown; b i l l d u l l yellowish, b l a c k i s h a t t h e base; i r i s yellow.
6 . E g r e t t a a l b a -Not seen on Grand Comoro.
r n e s t s were found i n a baobab t r e e on 19
October. There were t h r e e well-grown young and 13 a d u l t s i n t h e t r e e . They were seen along t h e coast nearby on s e v e r a l occasions, f i s h i n g i n t i d a l rock-pools. The c o l o r s of t h e s o f t p a r t s were t h e same i n a l l b i r d s seen: i r i s p a l e yellow; b i l l yellow; t a r s i b l a c k .
Near Mutsamudu, Anjouan one was seen on 23 October.
On Mayotte one was seen on t h e a i r f i e l d a t Dzaoudzi on 14 October.
The Moheli colony is e v i d e n t l y t h e same as t h a t seen by Benson (p. 3 2 ) . From h i s photograph ( p l . 3) t h e n e s t s seem h i g h e r than when I saw them.
7 . E g r e t t a g a r z e t t a -MoX --One was seen on t h e a i r f i e l d a t Fomboni, Moheli on 2 1 October. Old records a r e r e j e c t e d by Benson (p. 103) a s probably r e f e r r i n g t o E . a l b a . This b i r d was i n t h e white phase, and was observed c l o s e l y --
On Grand Comoro it was seen twice on 17 October, a t Mitsamiouli t h r e e b i r d s were seen i n a Baobab t r e e ; and two tame b i r d s were accompanying c a t t l e a t Ivembeni a t c . 2500 f e e t a . s . 1 .
On Moheli it was more common. There were a t l e a s t 40 n e a r Fomboni, and on 20 October 30 were seen t o f l y t o t h e r i v e r a t dusk. A l l were seen t o t a k e repeated drinks of t h e f r e s h water.
On Anjouan t h e r e was a colony of perhaps 40-50 n e s t s i n two t r e e s n e a r t h e s h o r e , not f a r from t h e a i r f i e l d t o t h e north of Mutsamudu.
A few of t h e s e b i r d s had b r i g h t pink b i l l s , a s i s recorded by Benson (p. 33) f o r one of h i s Anjouan b i r d s . I have seen t h e same t h i n g i n A f r i c a and Madagascar a t breeding c o l o n i e s .
On Mayotte they were f a i r l y common, and t h e r e must have been a r o o s t somewhere n e a r t h e a i r f i e l d on Pamanzi I s l e t , as many b i r d s could be seen f l y i n g s t e a d i l y i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n each evening. Most of t h e s e came from Mayotte i t s e l f , and small groups flew f a i r l y low over t h e water from t h e r e , u s u a l l y p a s s i n g c l o s e t o Dzaoudzi. I looked f o r a breeding colony n e a r t h e a i r f i e l d , but saw no s i g n of one.
. Ardeola r a l l o i d e s
- ( A t Mitsamiouli, Grand Comoro a small heron, probably of t h i s s p e c i e s , was seen f l y i n g i n t o a t h i c k p l a n t a t i o n bn 17 October. I f it was indeed t h i s s p e c i e s it i s new f o r t h e i s l a n d -A. r a l l o i d e s has a l s o n o t been recorded, b u t it i s l e s s l i k e l y t o occur (see Benson:34).
An undoubted A. i d a e i n non-breeding d r e s s was seen on 24 October a t t h e e a s t e r n e n d -o f s a n z i I s l e t , Mayotte i n a t h i c k bush j u s t above t h e beach. When d i s t u r b e d it s e t t l e d i n shallow water on t h e r e e f .
Benson saw s e v e r a l on Lake C a r r i e n i , b u t t h i s was completely dry when I v i s i t e d it on 25 October.
Butorides s t r i a t u s GC M o M y (A) On 17 October a few b i r d s were seen a t Mitsamiouli, ~r z d
Comoro and a t t h e "Hole of t h e Prophet" on t h e northwest c o a s t ; and a s i n g l e b i r d was seen i n a p l a n t a t i o n a t Maouni a t c . 2000 f e e t a . s . 1 .
On 18 October a n e s t c o n t a i n i n g two eggs was found i n t h e small mangrove swamp a t Voidjou, about f i v e miles north of Moroni, Grand Comoro. This n e s t was about 15 f e e t up on a t h i n o u t e r branch of a mangrove t r e e ; it was a small s t i c k s t r u c t u r e about 15 inches across and s i x inches deep. The eggs were i n a s l i g h t depression about two inches deep and n i n e inches a c r o s s . The n e s t was b u i l t of t h i n twigs, and t h e r e was no l i n i n g . The eggs a r e c l e a r p a l e b l u e , measuring 40.5 x 28, 39 x 29 mu.
On Moheli only one was seen, and t h a t i n a coconut p l a n t a t i o n on 20 October.
None was seen on Anjouan.
On Mayotte t h e r e was g e n e r a l l y one t o be seen on t h e r e e f s near Dzaoudzi, Pamanzi I s l e t . This b i r d , a female, was seen c l o s e l y enough t o n o t e t h a t t h e i r i s and l e g s were b r i g h t yellow. A l l t h e males seen had orange l e g s ; t h u s , i n f o u r males which were seen on t h e r e e f s o f f t h e e a s t e r n shore of t h e i s l e t , a l l had orange l e g s .
Dendrocygna v i d u a t a
-(Mo) (?My) -Not seen by me, and Benson only saw one p a r t y on Moheli (p. 35).
Milvus migrans GC M o M y A
Common on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s , e s p e c i a l l y a t Fomboni, Moheli and a t Dzaoudzi, Pamanzi I s l e t , Mayotte. One on Moheli was seen e a t i n g a very l a r g e crab claw. One had been k i l l e d on t h e a i r f i e l d a t Dzaoudzi, presumably by an a i r c r a f t . No s i g n of breeding was seen. 14. A c c i p i t e r f r a n c e s i i GC -M y (A)
One was seen a t Nioumbadjou, Grand Comoro on 18 October. I t T a s molesting a p a i r of Dicrurus f u s c i p e n n i s which had a n e s t , and I suspect t h e Goshawk robbed i t . This b i r d was dark grey above, p a l e r on t h e head, and pure white below (but s e e Benson:36). The i r i s was dark yellow.
On Mayotte they were n o t uncommon, and a p a i r was watched near t h e Leptosomus n e s t on a few occasions on 25 and 26 October. The female was seen c a l l i n g on s e v e r a l occasions "ooi! i ! i!" and "00, oo i ! i!. . . i! i!," e t c . , t h e "oo" descending s l i g h t l y ; a l s o "ooik!."
The female bent h e r head when t h e male made a querying "werk!. . . werk! . . .,
and he mounted h e r with a loud s e r i e s of " i -i k ! . . . i -i k ! . . . . I ' He stood on h e r back f o r a s h o r t time b e f o r e a c t u a l l y mating, and t h e a c t was accompanied with b e a t i n g wings. He made another, b u t unsuccessful, attempt s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s . The female s o l i c i t e d by t u r n i n g h e r back t o him and bending down; a f t e r t h i s attempt he stood u p r i g h t on h e r back f o r a s h o r t time. The male was very n o t i c e a b l y t h e s m a l l e r sex.
Two n e s t s were found on Mayotte on 26 October above Passamainte. They were l a r g e s t i c k s t r u c t u r e s i n t h e tops of Eucalyptus t r e e s , and were about 200 yards a p a r t .
A l l those b i r d s seen were extremely tame.
Circus s p i l o n o t u s
Seen on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s On Grand Comoro a b i r d was seen twice, f l y i n g along t h e f o r e s t edge a t Nioumbadjou on 18 October.
On Moheli s e v e r a l were seen on 19 and 20 October, a l s o f l y i n g along t h e f o r e s t edge.
On 21 October a n e s t was found on Anjouan a t c . 2000 f e e t a . s . 1 . n e a r t h e bitumen road from Mutsamudu t o Bambao, where it c r o s s e s t h e r i d g e a t Col de P a t s i . I t was on t h e top of a r o a d -c u t t i n g , and c o n s i s t e d of a f l a t pad of d r i e d g r a s s t u f t s (each being complete) on t h e t o p s of some s h o r t Lantana bushes about two f e e t from t h e ground. I t contained t h r e e eggs (one of which was broken when I was descending t h e s l i p p e r y c u t t i n g ) , which were unmarked b l u i s h -w h i t e , s l i g h t l y n e s ts t a i n e d , measuring 47 x 37, 48.5 x 38 mm. The b i r d s were seen t o change over: t h e female dropped slowly t o t h e n e s t with motionless wings, a f t e r a s h o r t time t h e male l e f t and c i r c l e d overhead. The female f l u s h e d from t h e n e s t when I was c l o s e t o i t . On Pamanzi I s l e t , Mayotte a b e a u t i f u l black-shouldered grey male was seen on 23 October on t h e r i m overlooking t h e c r a t e r lake Dziani Dzaha.
Falco p e r e g r i n u s
Not seen by me.
Falco newtoni ---(A)
There i s a p p a r e n t l y Two were seen i n long g r a s s on Pamanzi I s l e t , Mayotte on 23 October.
The c a l l i s e x a c t l y t h e same a s t h a t heard i n A f r i c a . 21. G a l l i n u l a chloropus --(MY) (A) I v i s i t e d Lake C a r r i e n i , Mayotte on 25 October, b u t it was dry and t h e r e were no b i r d s t h e r e . Those seen on t h i s lake by Benson (p. 42) had probably r e t r e a t e d t o t h e p e r e n n i a l stream mentioned by him.
22-35. Shorebirds
For d e t a i l s of s i g h t i n g s t u r n t o t h e t a b l e on t h e following page. A s i n g l e plover seen with seven Charadrius s q u a t a r o l a was i d e n t i f i e d a s belonging t o t h i s s p e c i e s , and t h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n has been confirmed by Mr. John G . Williams. I t was s l i g h t l y s m a l l e r than i t s companions, b u t had t h e same b u i l d ; it was more brownish, d a r k e r on t h e crown and had a p a l e e y e -s t r i p e ; t h e r e was no d e f i n i t e wing-pattern and i t d i d not have b l a c k a x i l l a r i e s ; t h e c e n t e r of t h e b e l l y was very s l i g h t l y d a r k e r . There seem t o have been more P a l a e a r c t i c migrants i n 1965 than i n 1958 (see Benson 42-44>.
36. G l a r e o l a o c u l a r i s GC* -M yOn 19 October t h r e e were seen on t h e Moroni a i r s t r i p , Grand Comoro. When t h e b i r d s were on t h e ground t h e head was bobbed r a p i d l y up and down, e s p e c i a l l y i f someone approached c l o s e l y . A p l o v e r -l i k e "wit!" was heard.
On 24 October one was seen on t h e Dzaoudzi a i r s t r i p , Mayotte. I t was e a t i n g a l a r g e i n s e c t on t h e ground; two Acridotheres t r i s t i s flew t o it from about 30 yards away and chased t h e P r a t i n c o l e , b u t it flew o f f with t h e i n s e c t and t h e Mynas got nothing.
One of t h e Moroni b i r d s was a b e a u t i f u l male.
Dromas a r d e o l a GC -(MY) (A)
Only seen once, on 17 October at Mitsamiouli, Grand Comoro when t h r e e (one a d u l t , two a p p a r e n t l y immature) were seen t o g e t h e r on some rocks n e a r t h e s e a . The a d u l t made a "druuet" i n f l i g h t , and a creaky "witik! witik!" with b i l l wide open when approached c l o s e l y ; t h i s i s probably an alarm-note.
38. S t e r n a b e r g i i GC (Mo) M yOne was seen on 14 October a t Moroni a i r s t r i p , Grand Comoro.
On 23 October 73 were counted r e s t i n g on a sand-bank n e a r Dzaoudzi, Pamanzi I s l e t , Mayotte. They were seen t h e r e d a i l y t h e r e a f t e r . Several s i n g l e b i r d s were seen on v a r i o u s occasions not f a r away, and were probably members of t h e same f l o c k .
S t e r n a bengalensis
Not seen by me o r Benson.
40. Columba a r q u a t r i x GC M o M y (A) Not seen on Anjouan.
On Grand Comoro it was seen on M t . Karthala (Nioumbadjou, La Belvedere) and La G r i l l e . On Moheli it was seen a s low a s c . 300 f e e t a . s . l . , and it was seen on Mayotte on s e v e r a l occasions. A l l t h e s e s i g h t i n g s were i n f o r e s t . They a r e much tamer than t h e i r r e l a t i v e s i n A f r i c a .
S t r e p t o p e l i a p i c t u r a t a GC M o M y A
Seen on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s . and common i n c u l t i v a t i o n a s w e l l a s i n f o r e s t , b u t always n e a r c l e a r i n g s o r t r a c k s o r j u s t i n s i d e t h e f o r e s tedge. Also seen i n a mangrove swamp a t Voidju, Grand Comoro. The c a l l i s deeper t h a n t h a t o f S. c a p i c o l a , and was w r i t t e n t h u s : a deep, slow "cuc--coo oo! " with t h e second s y l l a b l e accented; a s i m i l a r , b u t s h o r t e n e d , form "ooo-wu," t h e second s y l l a b l e being much deeper, was a l s o heard; a l s o , a deep "00-wah!her," with t h e l a s t n o t e sounding l i k e a hoarse i n h a l a t i o n .
A b i r d bought by M . Besnault from some youngsters on Grand Comoro had t h e s o f t p a r t s a s described by Benson (p. 47), except t h a t t h e p a l e c h e s t n u t i r i s was p a l e r n e a r t h e p u p i l .

S t r e p t o p e l i a c a p i c o l a
GC Mo M y A Not uncommon i n c u l t i v a t i o n , and seen on a l l four i s l a n d s . They were sometimes seen t o g e t h e r with S. p i c t u r a t a , but i n g e n e r a l were more prone t o be confined t o open c u l t i v a t i o n , p l a n t a t i o n s and t h e dry c o a s t a l shrub. The c a l l was e x a c t l y t h e same a s t h a t heard i n Africa.
T u r t u r tympanistrius
GC M o M y (A) Not seen on Anjouan. On t h e o t h e r i s l a n d s i t was seen o r heard i n t h i c k e t s and overgrown c u l t i v a t i o n from s e a -l e v e l t o c . 1500 f e e t a . s . 1 . The c a l l i s e x a c t l y t h e same a s t h a t heard i n Africa.
Treron a u s t r a l i s -(Mo) --
Not seen by me, but I was unable t o g e t t o Bandamale, Moheli, which was t h e only p l a c e where Benson obtained i t .
Alectroenas s g a n z i n i GC M o M y (A) Not seen on Anjouan, b u t on t h e o t h e r i s l a n d s it was n o t uncommon i n f o r e s t . I t has t h e h a b i t of s i t t i n g i n t h e open i n a conspicuous p l a c e , and i s very tame.
C a l l s were a d e l i b e r a t e deep "wu" o r "wow (u) , " and "ou, " t h e "u" being deeper.
Coracopsis vasa
Only seen on Grand Comoro, a t La Belvedere, Nioumbadjou and La G r i l l e i n f o r e s t , and a l s o once f l y i n g over a coconut p l a n t a t i o n a t c . 300 f e e t a . s . l . In f l i g h t it looks q u i t e u n l i k e any African p a r r o t , and reminded me s t r o n g l y of an elongated ragged crow with a t r u n c a t e d head. They were very tame and allowed a c l o s e approach; t h u s , on 18 October I stood watching a p a i r e a t i n g f r u i t i n a t r e e about t e n f e e t from me. Normal p a r r o t -l i k e screeches were t h e usual n o i s e s made; a p a i r mating a t La Belvedere on 15 October were making a "woo-00," t h e second n o t e descending.
Coracopsis n i g r a GC --(A)
Onlv seen on Grand Comoro, and t h e r e only on M t . Karthala. a t La ~e l v e d e r e and Nioumbadjou. 1 n . h a b i t s i t is very l i k e -C . -v a s a , . b u t i t i s more i n c l i n e d t o feed i n t h e mid-stratum. This s p e c i e s i s a l s o tame; i n f l i g h t it had t h e same crow-like appearance a s t h e l a r g e r s p e c i e s .
Agapornis cana GC (Mo) MY (A) Seen i n c u l t i v a t i o n and p l a n t a t i o n s on Grand Comoro and Mayotte;
t h e y were more common on t h e l a t t e r and f l o c k s of 20 were not unusual.
Eurystomus glaucurus (GC) -MY (A)
Only one was seen, on 25 October n e a r Mamoutzou, Mayotte; i t was s i t t i n g motionless i n t h e t o p of a t r e e overlooking t h e f o r e s t
Leptosomus d i s c o l o r GC M o M y (A)
Not seen on Anjouan. On t h e o t h e r i s l a n d s it was commonest on Mayotte. A n e s t was found on t h i s i s l a n d on 25 October -f o r a f u l l 
Alcedo v i n t s i o i d e s
Seen on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s .
On Grand Comoro t h r e e were seen on t h e c o a s t (one a t I t s a n d r a , and two a t t h e "Hole of t h e Prophet") and one i n a coconut p l a n t a t i o n a t Memboidjou a t c . 1000 f e e t a . s . 1.
On Moheli one was seen on a p e r e n n i a l stream above Fomboni a t c . 500 f e e t a . s . 1 . On Mayotte one was seen i n t h e mangrove swamp n e a r Mamoutzou on 25 October.
On Anjouan an occupied n e s t was found on 20 October i n an e a r t h e n road-cutting on t h e c o a s t a l road e a s t of Mutsamudu. I t was about 1-1/2 inches i n diameter, a small t u n n e l about f i v e f e e t above t h e road. Both p a r e n t s were s e e n , and both puffed up t h e white patches on t h e s i d e s of t h e neck. The b i l l was b l a c k , f e e t b r i g h t orange. Another b i r d was seen on two occasions on t h e dam on t h e road from Mutsamudu t o Bambao a t c . 700 f e e t a . s . 1 .
Merops s u p e r c i l i o s u s
Only seen on Moheli and Mayotte.
On Moheli s e v e r a l were seen i n p l a n t a t i o n s and hawking over t h e beach, even, on occasion, c a t c h i n g f l y i n g i n s e c t s a c t u a l l y over t h e s e a . A p a i r was seen on 19 October near a r i v e r bank n e a r Fomboni; though one of t h e b i r d s had a bedraggled t a i l , no nesting-tunnel could be found. They were making s o f t q u i e t warbled "doodlededu" sounds.
On Mayotte many were noticed on Pamanzi and n e a r Mamoutzou.
Tyto a l b a --
GC (Mo) MY (A)
On Grand Cmoro one was seen n e a r I t s a n d r a on 18 October a t dusk i n a coconut p l a n t a t i o n . On Pamanzi I s l e t , Mayotte two were d i s t u r b e d i n t r e e s near t h e c r a t e r lake Dziani Dzaha on 23 October. On 24 October one was seen on t h e a i r s t r i p two hours b e f o r e s u n s e t . I t flew t o a stump i n grassland, and s a t f o r a few minutes looking down; a f t e r a while it flew t o another stump, and d i d t h e same. I t was not seen t o attempt t o catch anything, b u t no doubt it was hunting, a s is recorded by Benson (p. 6 0 ) .
On Mayotte I was t o l d they were c a l l e d "vurundulu" l o c a l l y .
Otus r u t i l u s -(GC) -(MY) (A)
Not seen by me, no doubt because I was unable t o be i n t h e c o r r e c t h a b i t a t a f t e r dark.
On Mayotte I was t o l d they were c a l l e d "kitunturuki" l o c a l l y .
Apus b a r b a t u s -Mo* M y (A)
Seen on Moheli and Mayotte; it has not been recorded previously from t h e former.
On 19 and 20 October about a dozen were seen about two miles west of Fomboni, Moheli. A p a i r of t h e s e was seen a t c l o s e range i n s t r o n g s u n l i g h t -t h e y were black ( o r very dark brown), with t h e wings browner than t h e back, and t h e t h r o a t was p a l e , b u t not conspicuously s o ; t h e t a i l was s l i g h t l y forked.
On Mayotte a p a i r was seen near Dzaoudzi, Pamanzi I s l e t on 2 3 October, and many s i n g l e b i r d s and p a i r s were seen hawking above t h e f o r e s t on t h e main i s l a n d .
Benson p o i n t s out t h a t some of t h e s e b i r d s could, perhaps, be @ *, though t h i s i s l e s s l i k e l y .
Cypsiurus parvus
GC Mo M y A Common and conspicuous on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s n e a r palm t r e e s . No s i g n s of breeding were s e e n . 57. Chaetura g r a n d i d i e r i G C ---Only known from Grand Comoro, where I saw it commonly i n t h e f o r e s t near Nioumbadjou, and once near I t s a n d r a a t s e a l e v e l Benson's comparison with Psalidoprocne spp. is a p t , a s i t f l i e s low along a t r a c k through t h e f o r e s t , p a t r o l l i n g back and f o r t h , e x a c t l y a s do Rough-wing Swallows i n A f r i c a .
Microscelis c r a s s i r o s t r i s
-M o --Only known from Moheli from one specimen. I saw a b i r d which was l a r g e r and d a r k e r than t h e ubiquitous M . madagascariensis on 19 October i n f o r e s t n e a r Fomboni a t about 400 f e e t a . s . 1 . The c a l l was s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t from o t h e r bulbul c a l l s heard i n t h e i s l a n d s , and was w r i t t e n a s a repeated "chochuiry."
Microscelis madagascariensis GC M o -M y A
A common and conspicuous b i r d t h r o u~h o u t t h e archipelago, i n any h a b i t a t from t h i c k e t s and mangrove swampi t o p l a n t a t i o n s and t r u e f o r e s t . A p a i r was seen with b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l on Mayotte on 26 October, and was apparently b u i l d i n g a n e s t high i n a f o r e s t t r e e . The usual note was a Pycnonotus-like c h a t t e r . An apparent alarm-call was a mewing "nyeeeea" o r "mieeee(wi)!".
The b i r d s were u s u a l l y bold and tame. They were o f t e n seen making long, v e r t i c a l f l i g h t s t o catch a f l y i n g i n s e c t .
Coracina c i n e r e a GC (Mo) --
Only seen a t Nioumbadjou, Grand Comoro; on 18 October s e v e r a l p a i r s were seen i n mixed b i r d -p a r t i e s i n t h e f o r e s t . They were u s u a l l y found i n t h e mid-stratum, and o c c a s i o n a l l y i n t h e undergrowth. A l l those seen were of t h e grey (not o l i v e ) form. A male foraging low down i n a t r e e was heard t o make a chick ( f o w l ) -l i k e "seeoo, seeoo." 61. Humblotia f l a v i r o s t r i s (GC) ---E s p e c i a l l y looked f o r a t Nioumbadjou, b u t not seen.
Benson (p. 72) says i t i s r a r e .
Terpsiphone mutata
Not seen on Anjouan.
GC M o M y (A)
On Grand Comoro t h e y were seen i n f o r e s t a t Nioumbadjou and La G r i l l e , and i n mangroves a t Voidju. A l l males had white i n t h e wing and comparatively s h o r t t a i l s .
On Moheli s e v e r a l were seen i n t h e f o r e s t near Fomboni a t c . 500 f e e t a . s . l . , and one was seen inFomboni i t s e l f . Most of t h e males were of t h e very p a l e chestnut phase, a s mentioned by Benson (p. 73).
On Mayotte they were very common. Most males were i n t h e white phase, but a few were maroon-chestnut,
with only s h o r t t a i l s i n c o n t r a s t t o t h o s e of t h e white phase. One of t h e s e maroon-chestnut b i r d s , with t h e c e n t r a l r e c t r i c e s j u s t p r o j e c t i n g , was a s s o c i a t e d with a p a r t y of Zosterops mayottensis. A p a i r n e a r t h e Leptosomus n e s t spent a l o t of time chivvying a p a i r of A c c i p i t e r f r a n c e s i i t h a t were breeding nearby.
A l l notes heard were s i m i l a r t o t h o s e of T. v i r i d i s i n A f r i c a .
-63. Turdus bewsheri GC Mo -A On Grand Comoro i t was onlv seen a t La G r i l l e . on 17 October: t h e t h r e e b i r d s seen t h e r e were a l l high up i n t r e e s ; one was p u l l i n g a t some l i c h e n on a branch, b u t whether t h i s was f o r a n e s t , o r whether it was s e a r c h i n g f o r food, could not be a s c e r t a i n e d .
On Moheli s e v e r a l were seen i n f o r e s t and on f o r e s t -e d g e s ; they were mostly on t h e ground, b u t when d i s t u r b e d would f l y up i n t o t r e e s On Anjouan one was seen on 22 October i n a ylang-ylang p l a n t a t i o n .
Saxicola t o r q u a t a
G C ---Seen i n grassy country above c . 2000 f e e t a . s . 1. on Grand E m o r o . Two immatures were seen alone t h e t r a c k i n f o r e s t on La G r i l l e . and a -female was seen with n e s t i n g m a t e r i a l nearby, but not i n f o r e s t . I n h a b i t s they were i d e n t i c a l t o African b i r d s . Males were seen t o make towering f l i g h t s on s e v e r a l occasions, which were, perhaps, simply f l y -c a t c h i n g f l i g h t s , b u t might have been a form of d i s p l a y .
N e s i l l a s mariae
-(Mo) --
Not seen. no doubt due t o t h e f a c t t h a t I was unable t o v i s i t t h e high f o r e s t on Moheli i n t h e time a v a i l a b l e .
N e s i l l a s t y p i c a GC (Mo) -(A)
Onlv seen on Grand Comoro a t La G r i l l e and Nioumbadiou i n f o r e s t . They would skulk i n t h e undergrowth, b u t would come out t o t a k e a look i f one "squeaked," when they would make a sharp "chep."
67. Cyanolanius madagascarinus -M o --Seen once, when f o u r (a male and t h r e e females o r young) were seen t o g e t h e r on t h e f o r e s t edge above Fomboni, Moheli a t c . 500 f e e t a . s . 1 . This group was i n d u s t r i o u s l y searching through t h e leaves of t r e e s , and o f t e n came q u i t e c l o s e t o t h e ground. They were making a harsh "cgrehcgreh," which might have been an alarm-note. The c o l o r s of t h e i r s o f t p a r t s were a s noted by Benson (p. 8 4 ) .
Dicrurus fuscipennis
G C ---A t o t a l of f i v e was seen a t Nioumbadjou, Grand Comoro on 1 8 0 c t o b e r . Two of t h e s e were p a i r e d and had a n e s t . This was i n f o r e s t near t h e t r a c k , and my a t t e n t i o n was drawn t o it by t h e a n t i c s of t h e drongos and an A c c i p i t e r f r a n c e s i i , which was apparently t r y i n g t o rob t h e n e s t , and, indeed, I think i t was s u c c e s s f u l . The hawk was c l o s e t o t h e n e s t , and one of t h e drongos would land near i t and spread t h e t a i l (which was noticeably brownish), making a chick(fow1)-like "chlew," and then a t t a c k i n g t h e hawk so v i c i o u s l y t h a t i t had t o f l y o f f . I t came back a f t e r a s h o r t while, however, and I t h i n k it was then t h a t it robbed t h e n e s t . I t flew o f f again, a f t e r an a t t a c k by one of t h e drongos. The o t h e r then s e t t l e d on t h e n e s t , but l e f t again almost immediately -my impression was t h a t t h e n e s t was then empty.
Unfortunately, t h e n e s t was i n a c c e s s i b l e and I was unable t o i n s p e c t it c l o s e l y , but it was a n e a t s u b s t a n t i a l cup ( f o r a drongo) about 30 f e e t from t h e ground, and was b u i l t i n a small f o r k . In Africa D. a d s i m i l i s and D . ludwigii b u i l d n e s t s which a r e slung i n t h e f o r k , -b u t i n t h e preseny n e s t I was s t r u c k by t h e f a c t t h a t it was b u i l t more on, r a t h e r than i n , t h e fork (see a l s o t h e account of -D. waldeni).
Dicrurus f o r f i c a t u s
---A Two seen perched on s i s a l poles near Bambao, Anjouan, near s e a l e v e l .
Dicrurus waldeni
--M yThree b i r d s were seen i n f o r e s t on t h e e a s t s i d e of Mayotte above Passamainte on 26 October. Two of t h e s e were paired and had a n e s t i n t h e t h i n twigs a t t h e top of a Eucalyptus t r e e about 60 f e e t above t h e ground. This n e s t was conspicuous but was slung as i n -D . a d s i m i l i s and D . ludwigii i n Africa (but see D . f u s c i p e n n i s ) . 
----
Common throughout, and was even seen f l y i n g over f o r e s t , and it s e t t l e d i n degraded f o r e s t .
Breeding was obviously i n f u l l swing. On 15 October, a t I t s a n d r a , Grand Comoro a b i r d was seen f l y i n g with a s t i c k . A t o t a l of 15 n e s t s was found; a l l were n e a r t h e c o a s t , except one n e a r La G r i l l e , which was a t c . 2500 f e e t a . s . 1 . D e t a i l s of a l l t h e s e n e s t s a r e a s follows: Grand Comoro, 17 October seven n e s t s (two i n f i g s , two i n kapok, t h r e e i n baobabs). Moheli, 19 October two n e s t s ( i n baobabs, one i n t h e same t r e e a s t h e colony of E g r e t t a a l b a ) .
20 October t h r e e n e s t s ( a l l i n Baobabs). Anjouan, 2 1 October one n e s t ( i n kapok n e a r a i r f i e l d ) . Mayotte, 25 October one n e s t ( i n Dzaoudzi town s q u a r e ) .
26 October one n e s t (near Mamoutzou).
On t h e beach a t Fomboni, Moheli a f r e a k was seen with two normal b i r d s ; t h i s b i r d was completely f e a t h e r l e s s on some of t h e p a r t s of t h e body where it would have had black f e a t h e r s , i . e . , t h e whole head, and most of t h e upper back and b e l l y were b a r e ; t h e r e were a l s o some s c a t t e r e d white f e a t h e r s on t h e rump and wings. I d i d not s e e any o t h e r crow molest i t ; indeed, i t s two companions seemed t o t r e a t i t as a normal b i r d .
A crow was seen near a mangrove swamp near Mamoutzou, Mayotte with a f r e s h f i s h about f o u r inches long, but t h i s was probably not a c t u a l l y caught by t h e b i r d .
Acridotheres t r i s t i s
GC M o M y A Common and conspicuous throughout t h e archipelago, p a r t i c u l a r l r i n p l a n t a t i o n s and c u l t i v a t i o n , but a l s o i n degraded f o r e s t on Mayotte, where a n e s t was seen on 26 October. This was b u i l t behind a l a r g e f l a k e of bark high up i n a t r e e .
A h a b i t noted on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s , which I have not seen recorded elsewhere, i s t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n with domestic s t o c k . Thus, it was seen perched on c a t t l e on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s , and on donkeys on Moheli. On Moheli t h e y were a l s o seen n e a r g o a t s , but not a c t u a l l y on them. No doubt t h e "host" i s mostly used a s a b e a t e r , i n t h e same way t h a t Ardeola i b i s and Merops nubicus do i n A f r i c a , and Onychognathus b l y t h i i on -S o c o t r a . But on two occasions Mynas were seen t o peck a t t h e bodies of t h e cows on which they were perched; I could f i n d no s o r e , and p e rhaps an i n s e c t had a l i g h t e d on t h e b e a s t s . That Benson does not mention t h i s widespread h a b i t ( i n t h e Comoros) suggests t h a t it may be a new h a b i t . I t would seem e x t r a o r d i n a r y , however, i f t h i s had developed simultaneously i n such widely-separated l o c a l i t i e s remote from one another. Benson t e l l s me t h a t he d i d not observe t h i s h a b i t , b u t does not r u l e out t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t it did occur without him consciously n o t i n g t h e f a c t .
73. Zosterops s e n e g a l e n s i s G C ---Very common throughout Grand Comoro except i n t h e g r a s s l a n d s . I t was u s u a l l y i n small bands, and sometimes, e s p e c i a l l y i n f o r e s t , was a s s o c i a t e d with o t h e r s p e c i e s i n b i r d -p a r t i e s , b u t though t r a v e l l i n g with them, t h e a s s o c i a t i o n would be a loose one and t h e Zosterops were o f t e n detached from t h e r e s t . 75. Zosterops maderaspatana -M o -A Seen by me on both Moheli and Anjouan, where i t was p a r t i c u l a r l y common i n t h i c k e t s n e a r t h e c o a s t .
Zosterops mayottensis
--M y -F a i r l y common on t h e e a s t s i d e of Mayotte and on Pamanzi I s l e t . On Mayotte a p a r t y was seen bathing i n a small pool of water about 20 f e e t up i n a t r e e i n f o r e s t .
77
. N e c t a r i n i a n o t a t a GC M o -- mid-stratum and canopy of f o r e s t s , but was a l s o Sound i n p l a n t a t i o n s and t h i c k e t s . Unlike Benson (p. 92) I found it not uncommon n e a r s e a l e v e l . The f l i g h t -c a l l was a sharp "chip chip," which reminded me s t r o n g l y of N . s e n e g a l e n s i s i n A f r i c a . A male a t Fomboni, Moheli on 19 October was -preening n e a r a destroyed n e s t , and was making a c l e a r "chiew."
Two o t h e r n e s t s were found i n t h e mid-stratum of t h e f o r e s t above Fomboni, a t about 400 f e e t a . s . 1 . :
t h a t of 19 October was b u i l t n e a r t h e trunk of a t r e e about 20 f e e t above t h e ground. Unlike o t h e r sunb i r d n e s t s I have s e e n , i t was b u i l t i n such a f a s h i o n t h a t t h e entrance was a t a tangent t o t h e trunk and did not face outwards. The n e s t was very l a r g e f o r a s u n b i r d , being about e i g h t inches deep and s i x inches a c r o s s . The porch was very well-developed, s o much s o , i n f a c t , t h a t t h e entrance-hole (about two inches i n diameter) faced downwards, and t h e n e s t , a p a r t from i t s m a t e r i a l s , reminded me s t r o n g l y of t h a t of Ploceus s p . I t was n e a t l y and s t r o n g l y made of f i n e g r a s s and was l i n e d very t h i c k l y with vegetable down. There was a f a i r l y long s t r a n d of m a t e r i a l a t t h e t o p of t h e n e s t from which it was suspended. On 20 October another n e s t was found i n e x a c t l y t h e same s o r t o f p l a c e , and a l s o faced t a n g e n t i a l l y t o t h e t r e e . I t s c o n s t r u c t i o n was i d e n t i c a l t o t h e o t h e r n e s t , except t h a t it had been b u i l t onto an o l d n e s t (which a l s o appeared i d e n t i c a l , except t h a t t h e entrance-hole faced i n t h e opposite d i r e c t i o n t o t h a t of t h e new n e s t ) . This i n c r e d i b l e s t r u ct u r e i s over two f e e t i n t o t a l l e n g t h . Mr. John G . Williams t e l l s me he has heard of nothing comparable i n any o t h e r sunbird s p e c i e s . Both my n e s t s were complete b u t empty; I might add t h a t they were a t t a c h e d t o t h e t i p s o f t h i n drooping twigs.
78
. N e c t a r i n i a humbloti GC M o --I n g e n e r a l , more common than N. n o t a t a , and found i n t h e same h a b i t a t s . I t was seen feeding i n ~o c o n u t l o w e r s on s e v e r a l occasions, which N . n o t a t a was never seen t o do, b u t N. humbloti was never seen a t banana flowers, a t which N. n o t a t a was -Seen on s e v e r a l occasions. The p r e s e n t s p e c i e s was a l s o s e e n i n t h e mangrove swamp a t Voidju, and an o l d n e s t was found t h e r e on 18 October. It hung from a h o r i z o n t a l twig, and was small and compact, with t h e entrance-hole roughly half-way up t h e s i d e ( s e e a l s o Benson:94). The b i r d was o f t e n seen i n f o r e s t , and was g e n e r a l l y found i n t h e mid-stratum and more commonly i n t h e low undergrowth, a t times l e s s than a f o o t above t h e ground, which i s n o t mentioned by Benson. The song i s t i n k l y ; on 19 October a male and female were both heard s c o l d i n g "swear-swear." 79. N e c t a r i n i a comorensis ---A Common on Anjouan, and t h e song sounded very l i k e t h a t of N . hwnbloti.
-80. N e c t a r i n i a c o q u e r e l i -M yNot uncommon on Mayotte and Pamanzi I s l e t . I t was particularl;jcommon i n t h i c k e t s and i n p l a n t a t i o n s , e t c . On 25 October near Mamoutzou a female was seen making repeated f l i g h t s with n e s t i n g m a t e r i a l . Her unfinished n e s t was e a s i l y found, hanging from t h e end of a bamboo-shoot, about t h r e e f e e t above t h e ground i n a clump of bamboos. The n e s t was small and compact, b u t had a lop-sided appearance, due p a r t l y t o a s e r i e s of streamers f r i n g i n g one s i d e , and p a r t l y because t h e entrance-hole was more towards t h e opposite s i d e . Unlike t h e n e s t of N . hwnbloti, i n which t h e entrance-hole was half-way up, t h i s of N . c o q u e r e l i had t h e entrance-hole near t h e top (see a l s o ~e n s o n : 9 7 -9 6 , who a l s o s t a t e s t h a t N . comorensis has a n e s t s i m i l a r t o -N . humbloti i n t h i s r e s p e c t ) . It was unlined.
Benson noted no c a l l s . The male's song, heard on s e v e r a l occasions, was recorded by me a s a warbling c h i t t e r " t i d d l e t i d d l e t i d d l e t i ; " another n o t e made by t h e male was a subdued warble "chewi-chui," and "swee-swee;" a male seen i n t h e t o p of a palm was making a repeated s e r i e s of s o f t "wiht! ... wiht! ... wiht! ... wiht! ... w i h t ! ' t h e f l i g h t -C a l l was a subdued " s w i t . "
Near Dzaoudzi on 24 October f i v e females were chasing each o t h e r i n a t r e e with " b r r r r l ' -i n g wings; they postured a t each o t h e r with v e r t i c a l b i l l s , when they would warble s o f t l y . When one was s e p a r a t e d from t h e o t h e r s it made a s o f t " w i t . " 81. P a s s e r domesticus GC M o % A* --Seen on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s : it had not ~r e v i o u s l v been recorded on Anjouan, but I saw s i x b i r d s i n Mutsamudu on 21 ~c t b b e r -had they been introduced o r had they reached Anjouan unaided from one of t h e o t h e r i s l a n d s ? The former seems more l i k e l y f o r two reasons: Mutsamudu i s t h e c a p i t a l , and i s where one would expect them t o be introduced; and it i s by no means t h e n e a r e s t p o i n t on Anjouan t o any o t h e r i s l a n d .
On Mayotte Benson only found it a t L ' A b a t t o i r v i l l a g e , Pamanzi I s l e t (p. 9 8 ) . I found it extremely common a t t h e a i r f i e l d , and thence a l l t h e way t o Dzaoudzi. This spread has continued, and t h e House Sparrow had e v i d e n t l y j u s t reached Mayotte i t s e l f , where I saw two p a i r s and a n e s t a t Mamoutzou on 25 October.
On Grand Comoro, a l s o , i t has spread. Benson only found it i n Moroni, b u t I saw it a s f a r north as Tsoudjini. I n Moroni i t s e l f , it was seen c o l o n i z i n g t h e new European houses t o t h e north of t h e town, even t o t h e e x t e n t of b u i l d i n g n e s t s i n unfinished houses with workmen s t i l l i n attendance.
On Moheli it was seen i n t h i c k e t s , p l a n t a t i o n s and c u l t i v a t i o n , a s well a s i n Fomboni and o t h e r v i l l a g e s . Elsewhere, i t was only a s s o c i a t e d with b u i l d i n g s .
Breeding was noted throughout t h e a r c h i p e l a g o , with t h e exception of Anjouan. Some b i r d s were b u i l d i n g , but many e v i d e n t l y had young. The new modern government b u i l d i n g s i n Moroni were e s p e c i a l l y a p p r e c i a t e d by t h e sparrows; one of t h e s e b u i l d i n g s had c i r c u l a r holes about two inches i n diameter i n a blank wall -t h o s e occupied by sparrows were e a s i l y i d e n t i f i e d by t h e d i r t y marks under t h e h o l e s made by t h e b i r d s ' f e e t and t a i l s . The occupied ones were a l l n e a r t h e top of t h e b u i l d i n g about 30 f e e t above t h e ground.
Two abnormal b i r d s were s e e n : a male i n Moroni which had a deep chestnut b r e a s t and upper c h e s t , and a r a t h e r s m a l l e r black b i b t h a n normal; and an almost completely a l b i n o b i r d a t t h e a i r f i e l d n e a r Fomboni, Moheli.
Foudia madagascariensis
GC M o M y A Seen on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s i n c u l t i v a t i o n , p l a n t a t i o n s and f o r e s t -c l e a r i n g s . I t was seen o c c a s i o n a l l y i n degraded f o r e s t . They were u s u a l l y i n small f l o c k s , but a t l e a s t 50 were seen t o g e t h e r on 17 October n e a r Memboudju, Grand Comoro i n t h e g r a s s of an overgrown p l a n t a t i o n . The only males seen i n breeding-plumage were on Mayotte from 23 October onwards. A b e a u t i f u l b i r d was seen on Moheli on 19 October, whose whole body was a r i c h deep orange-gold.
Foudia eminentissima
GC M o M y A Seen on a l l f o u r i s l a n d s , mostly i n f o r e s t , but a l s o i n p l a n t a t i o n s o c c a s i o n a l l y . On 19 October s e v e r a l n e s t s , most of them o l d , were found along a p e r e n n i a l stream above Fomboni, Moheli a t about 600 f e e t a . s . 1 . One had t h r e e eggs n e a r l y ready t o hatch; they were r a t h e r pointed, and were p l a i n p a l e b l u e . The n e s t was about 12 f e e t above t h e stream, and was b u i l t i n t o a s t r a g g l y u p r i g h t shrub, s o t h a t it was supported from below. I t was made of g r a s s and twigs, and was l i n e d with f i n e grass-heads, which had been s t r i p p e d of t h e i r seeds. I t was n e a t l y made and inconspicuous, and measured about e i g h t inches i n h e i g h t and about e i g h t inches a c r o s s ; t h e e n t r a n c e was i n a s l i g h t t u b e , about two inches i n diameter, and faced downwards. The o t h e r n e s t s found were s i m i l a r , but some had a l a y e r of moss b u i l t i n t o t h e upper p a r t , forming a s o r t of t h . 84. Lonchura c u c u l l a t a GC (Mo) M y A Unaccountably, t h i s b i r d was not seen by me on Moheli, though Benson r e c o r d s i t a s being common t h e r e . On t h e o t h e r i s l a n d s it was common, and was u s u a l l y found i n l i t t l e p a r t i e s i n c u l t i v a t i o n , p l a n t at i o n s , t h i c k e t s and along road-sides, b u t was a l s o seen once j u s t w i t h i n t h e f o r e s t a t Nioumbadjou, Grand Comoro. No s i g n s of breeding were seen, except t h a t on 15 October t h e r e were s e v e r a l immatures i n a group seen a t I t s a n d r a , Grand Comoro.
